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(After reading the back page) Have
your child color and cut out this
banner. Then attach it to a picture

of your child. —_—_—

Jesus loves each girl and boy,
(cross arms over heart)

For they bring him lots of joy!
(place both pointer fingers on
either side of your smile)

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:

Look at baby pictures of family
members and talk about how they've
grown.
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GOSPEL REFLECTION: MATTHEW 22:15-21

The Pharisees did not like Jesus and tried to
outsmart him by asking him a tricky question.
But Jesus was much smarter than any of the
Pharisees and did not let himself get tricked.
God is all-knowing, which means that He can
never be tricked or outsmarted. We can always
trust God because He knows everything and
can never be defeated! When we are faced with
difficult problems and we don't know the
answer, we can ask God to help us know what
to do. God is generous and gives wisdom to
everyone who asks (James 1:5).Pray and thank
God for His wisdom. Think of a problem in your
life that you need God's help with. Ask Him to
give you wisdom about what to do.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Did you know?

Have you noticed someone new helping

the priest? We now have a new deacon. A

deacon is an ordained minister of the
Catholic Church. Deacons proclaim the
Gospel, preach, and teach in the name of
the Church. Deacons baptize, lead the
faithful in prayer, witness marriages, and
conduct wake and funeral services. When
you go to Mass, look to see if our deacon
is there. Watch him and see what he
does. In our next Church Connections,
you will find out all about our deacon.

TR P

SAINT OF THE WEEK...

SAINT GEMMA

‘6 %\

St. Gemma Galgani (1878 — 1903) was a young Italian mystic, or a person
who experienced God supematurally. She was a very smart girl who loved
to pray. She received visions of Jesus, Mary, the saints and angels, but
many people were sceptical of her. She also had the Stigmata, the wounds.
Jesus suffered at His Crucifixion. She wished to become a Passionist nun
but her poor health prevented this. She remained a lay member of the
Passionist Order. After her death from illness at 25, her spiritual director
wrote about her mystical life and made her known. St. Gemma is the
patron saint of students. Her feast day is on 11 April.

Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, St. Gemma was a smart student, yet holy and humble.
May | never be too proud of my abilities. Amen.
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“Whoever loves me will keep my OCTOBER 25, 2020

word, says the Lord, and my Father 30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
will love him and we will come to YEAR A
him.” JN 14:23

FORGIVENESS
AN ACT OF LOVE

K- St. Francis Xavier P.S.R. Weekly Faith Formation Program
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Look in a mirror. What do you see?

When you see yourself in the mirror, you are looking
at a reflection of yourself. Your reflection looks just
like you, doesn’t it? That reflection is an image of you.

All people are created in the image of God. Men and
women are different, but they are both created in the
image of God. This means that we can love like God
loves and act like God acts. God wants to share His life
with us.

None of God’'s other creations are made in His image. Elephants
cannot love like God loves or act like God acts. Monkeys can’t do it
and neither can trees. Humans are the only creatures created in
the image of God. People are special to God because we are made
in the image of God.

Because we are made in the image of God, we each have a soul.
Your soul is invisible, which means we can’t see it with our eyes.
Your soul is also spiritual, which means it can communicate with
God, and your soul is immortal, which means it will live forever.
Our souls are a gift from God, and they give us life.

God especially loves children (that's you!). In one story from the
Bible (Luke 18:15-17), Jesus was teaching a big crowd when little kids
started to come up to him. Jesus' friends tried to shoo the children
away, saying “Jesus is too busy for you. Go away!” But Jesus stopped
his friends and invited the little kids to sit with him. Jesus said, “Let
the children come to me, and do not stop them; for to such belongs
the kingdom of God.” You are special to God!

ASK YOUR CHILD:
Why are we special to God?
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(After reading the back page) Have
your child color and cut out this
banner. Then attach it to a picture

of your child. —_—_—

Jesus loves each girl and boy,
(cross arms over heart)

For they bring him lots of joy!
(place both pointer fingers on
either side of your smile)

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:

Look at baby pictures of family
members and talk about how they've
grown.
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VIRTUE OF THE MONTH:

HOPE

DESIRE FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,
PLACING OUR TRUST IN GOD'S
PROMISES

VIRTUE: A HABIT TO DO THE GOOD. GIVE THE BEST OF
YOURSELF, AND BE MORE LIKE GOD
IN WHAT YOU SAY AND DO.

GOSPEL REFLECTION: MATTHEW 22::34-40

Jesus tells the crowd that followers of God have
two main jobs: love God and love each other.
We show our love for God mostly through
prayer and our actions. When we pray, we
praise, thank and adore God. We also ask for
God's help because we know that He is all-
powerful and all-loving and that everything we
have comes from Him. We show others we love
them by giving them a gift, saying something
kind or even doing their chores for them! One
of the best ways to love people is by showing
them kindness when they are mean to you (1
Peter 4:8). God is kind to us even when we hurt
Him. He is our example. This is very hard to do,
but God will help you if you ask.Think- how can
| show more love to God? How can | show
more love to the people in my life?

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

2 2 QD
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Deacon Neal Kay

Our deacon's name
is Deacon Kay. He
grew up in Michigan.
He is married and
a heart doctor. When
he was a little boy, he loved his fishing pole.
And he enjoys Snickers. Deacon Kay loves
God and wants to share his love for God with
you. He helps to run the church and to teach
us with his words and actions about God.
Make a point to introduce yourself.
He wants to meet you !

SAINT OF THE WEEK...

SAINT FRANCES OF ROME

St. Frances of Rome (1384 — 1440) was an Italian mother and mystic, or
a person who experienced God supernaturally. Although she desired to
become a nun, she accepted a marriage in obedience to her family. Her
marriage was a happy one but much suffering came later. St. Frances lost
two children to the plague and her husband was badly wounded by war.
She helped the poor and sick, tuming her house into a hospital. It was said
that she could see her guardian angel who directed and protected her in
her actions. Because of this, St. Frances is the patron saint of auto-mobile
drivers. She is also the patroness of Benedictine Oblates. Her feast day
is on 9 March.

Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, St. Frances was a mother after Your own Heart. | pray
for all mothers and may their angels protect them. Amen.
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that will remain.” JN 15:16 YEAR A

PRAYER

WE CAN TALK WITH GOD

K St. Francis Xavier P.S.R. Weekly Faith Formation Program





image2.png
Who do you talk to every day? Talk about people your child talks to
frequently.

Do you talk to God everyday? We can talk to God whenever we choose
to- in the morning, in the afternoon, while you are playing and when

you are doing your chores. He is always ready to listen and wants to
hear what you have to say. When we talk to God it is called prayer.

There are many different ways to pray. We can pray
alone or with others, silently in our hearts or out
loud. We can tell God thank you, ask for help, tell
Him “I'm sorry,” adore Him and sing about how
good He is. God hears all of our prayers. We pray
when we go to Mass, and we pray when we sing
songs to God. When else does your family pray?

Jesus prayed often and taught us how to pray. Right before he went
back to heaven, Jesus taught us to pray to our Father in heaven. This
is what Jesus said:

“Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation.”
Luke 11:1-4

Hallowed means holy. Trespasses are wrong choices we make that hurt
others. Temptation is something that makes a wrong choice look good.
Jesus's prayer is our example of how we should pray to God. This
prayer is called the Our Father. We pray it at Mass. It is good to know
all of the words to the Our Father, so practice it with your family.

God loves you very much (more than anyone else in the world!), and He
wants to hear what you are thinking and feeling. He will always listen to
whatever you have to say- whether it's telling Him about what you did
today or asking for help. Jesus is your friend!

ASK YOUR CHILD:
What is prayer?
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HAND MOTIONS TO LEARN THE OUR FATHER

Our Father (draw a circle around face)

Who art in heaven (point to sky)

Hallowed be thy name (middle finger and pointer finger on lips)

Thy kingdom come (hand out like you are beckoning someone to come here)

Thy will be done (pretend to write in the air)

On earth (draw a circle with both hands)

As it is in heaven (hands flat and above your head as if you were holding up heaven)

Give us this day (hands cupped)

Our daily bread (hand to mouth like you're eating)

And forgive us our trespasses (fist to chest)

As we forgive those who trespass against us (hands move straight out from chest, and open your
palms, like you are giving a gift)

And lead us not into temptation (both hands cover mouth)

But deliver us from evil. (one hand over eyes, palm up, like you're shielding your eyes from the sun)

Amen. (Palms together, praying hands)

Circle the actions of prayer.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:

Try out a new way of praying together as a family- singing, praying
out loud, thanksgiving, writing (or drawing for little kids) your prayers,
etc.
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VIRTUE OF THE MONTH:

HOPE

DESIRE FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,
PLACING OUR TRUST IN GOD'S
PROMISES

VIRTUE: A HABIT TO DO THE GOOD, GIVE THE BEST OF
YOURSELF, AND BE MORE LIKE GOD
IN WHAT YOU SAY AND DO.

GOSPEL REFLECTION: MATTHEW 21:33-43

Have you ever borrowed something from a friend or
family member? Maybe it was a book, a toy, clothes
or even just a pencil. When they gave it to you, they
may have said, “Please take good care of it." You
promised that you would keep it clean and not
break it and give it back to them when they asked.
In today's Gospel, we hear about some people who
borrowed land from the owner, but did not take
good care of it. They tried to take what belonged to
the owner. Everything we have comes from God. He
gives us our talents, material possessions, health,
family and knowledge. Our job is to take good care
of what He has given us and use what we have to
help others.Think- are you taking good care of what
God has given you? Are you using your gifts, talents
and material possessions to love God and love
people?

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Welcome Father Joe!

Next weekend,
our parish will welcome
Father Joe Culotta as our
new pastor. Father Joe
grew up in Birmingham.
He attended Our Lady of Sorrows school and
John Carroll. He grew up with three brothers
and two sisters. He loved his Legos when he
was a little boy. His favorite candy is white
chocolate and he loves pasta. He enjoys
college football, cooking and gardening.
Father Joe's favorite saint is Mary, mother of
God. Don't be afraid to speak to Father Joe.
He is looking forward to meeting all of you!

SAINTS OF THE WEEK...

Sts. Cosmas and Damian (c. 300AD) were twin brothers from Arabia,

who were doctors. They loved God and never took money for treating the

sick. Many people were attracted to the Christian faith because of their

charity. They lived during a time when the Romans were persecuting

Christians, and they were martyred for their faith. They are patron saints
of doctors and surgeons. Their feast day is on 26 September.

Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, bless and protect doctors, surgeons, nurses, medics.
and all those who work to save lives and relief suffering. Amen.
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as you hold on to the word of 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
life.” PHIL 2:15D, 16A YEAR A

THE 10 COMMANDENTS
RULES TO LIVE BY
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Look in a mirror. What do you see?

When you see yourself in the mirror, you are looking
at a reflection of yourself. Your reflection looks just
like you, doesn’t it? That reflection is an image of you.

All people are created in the image of God. Men and
women are different, but they are both created in the
image of God. This means that we can love like God
loves and act like God acts. God wants to share His life
with us.

None of God’'s other creations are made in His image. Elephants
cannot love like God loves or act like God acts. Monkeys can’t do it
and neither can trees. Humans are the only creatures created in
the image of God. People are special to God because we are made
in the image of God.

Because we are made in the image of God, we each have a soul.
Your soul is invisible, which means we can’t see it with our eyes.
Your soul is also spiritual, which means it can communicate with
God, and your soul is immortal, which means it will live forever.
Our souls are a gift from God, and they give us life.

God especially loves children (that's you!). In one story from the
Bible (Luke 18:15-17), Jesus was teaching a big crowd when little kids
started to come up to him. Jesus' friends tried to shoo the children
away, saying “Jesus is too busy for you. Go away!” But Jesus stopped
his friends and invited the little kids to sit with him. Jesus said, “Let
the children come to me, and do not stop them; for to such belongs
the kingdom of God.” You are special to God!

ASK YOUR CHILD:
Why are we special to God?




